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Vacancy announcement

[bookmark: _Hlk216519212]The Széchenyi Programme Office Consulting and Service Nonprofit Limited Liability Company (Széchenyi Programme Office, SZPO) has a vacancy for the position of Advisor on Forest Restoration within the framework of an EU financed Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI-Global Europe) project named From the Páramo to the Amazon: Participatory Sustainable Management of Strategic Forest Ecosystems, Reducing Environmental Risks.
· Position: Advisor on Forest Restoration
· Place of employment: Széchenyi Programme Office
· Working hours: 4 hours
· Duration of the employment contract: 36 months
Main tasks of the Advisor on Forest Restoration:
· Provide expert technical guidance on forest restoration strategies tailored to tropical and Amazonian ecosystems, with emphasis on endemic and native species.
· Advise project team and partners on climate change adaptation and biodiversity conservation priorities.
· Assess and advise on forest genetic resources.
· Facilitate dialogue and co-creation processes between scientists and traditional/local knowledge holders to ensure culturally grounded and ecologically sound forest restoration.
· Support the co-design of the biodiverse restoration model.
· Support the establishment and management of plant nurseries, including its design and protocols for propagation and seedling care.
· Oversee the forest plantation and the practical implementation of a replicable forest restoration model.
· Develop and oversee monitoring systems to evaluate forest growth dynamics, ecological indicators, and long-term restoration outcomes.
· Deliver capacity-building activities like technical training and workshops.
· Review and contribute to project documentation, including technical reports, restoration plans, manuals, research papers, and other donor deliverables.
· Ensure alignment with international best practices in forest restoration, applied forest genetics, and Amazonian conservation frameworks.
· Participate actively in international academic networks promoting forest restoration efforts.
Requirements for the candidate
Minimum requirements:
· PhD in Forest Sciences, Forest Genetics, or a related field.
· At least 15 years of research or practical experience in forest restoration, applied forest genetics, agroforestry, or biodiversity conservation.
· Demonstrated expertise in tropical or Amazonian ecosystems.
· Proven professional experience working in international projects in the Amazon or other tropical forest regions.
· Native-level Hungarian speaker with excellent communication skills in English (written and spoken). 

Additional requirements:
· Intercultural experience and strong ability to work across knowledge systems.
· Availability for fieldwork and periodical travels to Ecuador, including remote forest areas.
· Excellent analytical and organizational skills.
· Capacity to work independently while being an effective team collaborator. 
· Strong reporting, documentation, and scientific writing skills. 
· Strong competences in project planning, and stakeholder engagement.
· Good computer skills, including basic knowledge of forest monitoring softwares.
Preferences:
· Previous experience with international development projects, especially in Latin America.
· Basic comprehension of Spanish is a plus. 
· Knowledge of Amazonian traditional ecological knowledge.
· Experience with climate change adaptation frameworks.
· Familiarity with remote monitoring tools.
· Public speaking and training experience, especially with local communities, university students, and government institutions.
· Previous experience in international academic cooperation.


What we offer:
· Employment contract for definite period;
· Competitive salary and other fringe benefits;
· Opportunities for continuous professional development;
· International labour relations;
· Diverse, independent tasks, new challenges.
[bookmark: _Hlk216519861]Terms of employment:
· The position is based on a part-time contract under Hungarian law
· Probation period of 3 months will be applied

Application procedure:
· Interested applicants shall submit their CV in English to the following e-mail address: szpiallas@szpi.hu.
· The subject of the e-mail shall indicate the following text: “Application for the Advisor on Forest Restoration position”
· [bookmark: _Hlk216958929]The deadline for applications is 07/04/2026.
Short-listed candidates will be called for an interview.
Working at the Széchenyi Programme Office after a successful recruitment process should possibly start in line with the official starting that of the project (possibly May 2026).
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